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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  1,  1913. 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  April  19,  1913,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor's  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913,  together  with  a statement 
of  the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  prop- 
erty in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1913,  and  certain  suggestions  and  recommendations  looking  toward 
the  improvement  of  the  service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894  (28  Stat.,  283), 
provides  that  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed 
every  three  years.  The  triennial  assessment  now  in  force  is  for 
the  fiscal  years  1912,  1913,  and  1914.  The  assessment  beginning 
July  1,  1912 — i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal  year  1913 — is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County: 


LI  V LiCti  L/A  AC%lXLi  J-tXOj  0\DKJ»  \J\J 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 170,  045,  005.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913 339, 198,  990.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913,  Washington 
City  and  County 5,  087,  984.  85 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1912,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows: 

Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land |169,  648, 481.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 160,  674,  006.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1912 330,  332,  487.  00 


Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1912,  Washington 

City  and  County 4,  954,  987.  31 

Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1912 1, 131,  945.  63 


Total  real  estate  and  personal  tax 6,  086,  932.  94 

Personal-tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913. 

Personal  property  at  1^  per  cent $481,  836. 11 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 18,  579.28 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings,  less  interest 

paid  depositors 13,  680. 07 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 67,  472.  89 

Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 60,  614. 20 

Gas-light  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings Ill,  414. 13 

National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 100, 185.  34 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 129, 110.  53 

Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 199,  533. 44 

Street  railways,  use  of  highway  bridge 11,  783.  97 

Washington  Market  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from  conduits. . 562.  56 

Georgetown  Barge  & Dock  Co.,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 282.  78 


Total 1,195,055.30 

Increase  of  1913  over  1912  personal-tax  levy 63, 109.  67 

Number  of  personal-tax  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 

1913 17,970 
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Summary  of  new  buildings,  additions,  improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year 
19 IS  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1914- 


Assessment  of  new  buildings |6,  625,  350 

Additions  and  improvements 1,  971,  050 

Conduits,  railroads,  etc 154,412 

Total  assessment 8,  750,  812 

Off 321, 100 

Remaining  assessment 8,  429,  712 

BUILDINGS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 

District  of  Columbia 757,  800 

Churches,  schools,  etc 359,400 

Total 1,117,200 


RECAPITULATION, 


Remaining  assessment 8,  429,  712 

Exempt  from  taxation 1, 117,  200 


Net  assessment  (taxable) 


7,  312,  512 


NUMBER  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS. 


Brick 1,  748 

Frame 395 

Metal,  concrete,  etc 81 


Total 2,224 

Number  of  buildings  removed 247 


Increase  in  number  of  buildings 1,  977 


Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  assessed  for  taxation  from  1871  to 

1914,  inclusive. 


1871  $79,997,454 

1872  74,957,765 

1873  87,869,924 

1874  96,433,072 

1875  97,875,041 

1876  93,452,684 

1877  95,929,401 

1878  97,609,890 

1879  87,491,442 

1880  87,980,356 

1881  88,953,078 

1882  90,308,495 

1883  92,533,665 

1884  90,848,674 

1885  93,502,464 

1886  96,053,329 

1887  108,302,101 

1888  111,744,830 

1889  115,485,353 

1890  137,626,419 

1891  141,609,891 

1892  145,481,278 


1893  $147,024,276 

1894  191,417,804 

1895  192,555,046 

1896  188,922,343 

1897  180,376,908 

1898  181,256,284 

1899  183,156,371 

1900  176,567,549 

1901  180,334,641 

1902  182,525,608 

1903  208,519,436 

1904  213,250,418 

1905  217,608,296 

1906  239,461,985 

1907  247,306,494 

1908  255, 324,  834 

1909  276, 590,  774 

1910  285,153,771 

1911  294,676,836 

1912  330,332,487 

1913  339,198,990 

1914  345,124,144 


The  amoimt  of  special-assessment  work  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special  assess- 
ments levied  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1913.  The  number  of 
notices  served  during  the  year  was  9,383. 
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Assessment  and  permit  work 1168,  552.  76 

Improvements  and  repairs 2,  291.  77 

Construction  of  county  roads 3,  989.  80 

Main  and  pipe  and  suburban  sewers 2,  330.  70 


Assessments  levied  by  jury  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 

1913: 

Street  extensions , 65,  822.  98 

Opening  alleys  and  minor  streets 12,  650.  29 

Establishment  of  building  line 1,  498.  05 

Opening  Interior  Park 16,  841.  57 


$177, 165.  03 


96,  812.  89 


Total, 


273,  977.  92 


PERSONAL-TAX  LEVY. 

The  total  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1913  amounted  to  $1,195,055.30,  or 
about  $5,000  less  than  the  estimate.  The  assessed  valuation  of 
tangible  personal  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal 
year  1913  amounted  to  $32,122,407.07.  This  amount  was  levied 
upon  household  furniture  (above  the  exemption),  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  stock  in  trade,  horses,  cattle,  vehicles,  boats,  etc. 
These  different  classes  of  personal  property  are  appraised  from  actual 
view  or  from  the  best  information  obtainable. 

The  increases  in  valuation  and  tax  for  the  past  four  years  on  the 
above  classes  of  personal  property  have  been  as  follows: 


Year. 

Valuation. 

Tax. 

Increase  in  tax 
over  previous 
year. 

1910 

$25,192,360.73 
27,550,662.00 
29,609,766. 16 
32,122,407.07 

$377,885.41 

$30, 153. 76 

1911 

413,259. 93 
444, 146. 49 

35, 374.  52 
30, 886.  56 
37,689.  62 

1912 

1913 

481,836.11 

This  portion  of  the  levy  shows  a healthy  average  increase  for  1913 
and  comprises  property  that  is  capable  cf  actual  view,  and  involves 
original  assessments  and  rejections  as  made  by  the  personal-tax 
appraisers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gross  earnings  of  the  national  banks, 
savings  and  trust  companies,  gas,  electric-lighting,  and  telephone 
companies,  building  associations,  etc. 


Year. 

Gross  earnings. 

Tax. 

Increase  in  tax 
over  previous 
year. 

1910 

$9,009, 143.60 
10,007,289.  42 
10, 155,901.93 
10,542,743. 12 

$432, 299.  56 
476, 207. 92 
483,922.21 
501,901.78 

$42,891.76 
43,908. 36 
7,714.  29 
17,979.  57 

1911 

1912 

1913 

In  the  work  of  levying  assessments  on  personal  property  the  ap- 
praisers experience  considerable  difficulty  in  placing  proper  values  on 
automobiles  for  the  purpose  of  taxation.  The  most  frequent  cause 
of  trouble  is  the  practice  of  transferring  numbers  from  the  old  cars 
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to  the  new  ones,  and  tliere  are  also  numbers  of  cases  where  the  cars 
have  been  sold  and  the  new  one  continues  to  operate  under  the  old 
license  tag  number.  Violations  of  the  regulations  are  noted  almost 
daily,  and  there  are  without  doubt  many  machines  each  year  which 
escape  with  a small  assessment,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 
many  cases  of  persons  who  have  purchased  second-hand  cars  while 
this  office  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  that  such  is  the  case,  with  the 
result  that  an  assessment  is  levied  far  beyond  the  actual  value  of 
the  car. 

This  office  again  strongly  urges  the  necessity  for  all  machines  to  be 
registered  and  have  new  tags  issued  annually,  or  else  that  a law  be 
passed  requiring  an  annual  fee  to  be  paid  based  on  the  horsepower  of 
the  machine,  this  fee  to  be  in  lieu  of  personal  tax  and  seat  or  wheel  tax. 
The  amount  of  tax  would  remain  the  same  each  year  as  long  as  the 
machine  was  in  use,  and  this  office  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  result 
in  an  increased  revenue  to  the  District  and  do  away  entirely  with  the 
question  of  depreciation  of  the  value  of  the  car  for  assessment  pur- 
poses and  also  the  added  wheel  or  seat  tax  so  much  opposed  by  owners. 
It  would  also  relieve  the  board  of  appeals  of  the  most  annoying  form 
of  appeal  from  personal-tax  assessments.  The  appeals  from  assess- 
ments on  automobiles  now  take  a very  large  part  of  the  time  of  the 
board  in  its  hearings. 

In  connection  with  the  idea  of  relieving  the  automobile  from  a per- 
sonal tax  and  having  an  annual  fee  only,  it  is  urged  in  the  interest  of 
fairness  that  all  tangible  personal  property  below  a thousand  dollars 
be  exempt  from  taxation.  This  would  relieve  owners  of  small  stores 
and  shops  and  those  persons  having  a limited  number  of  horses  and 
carriages,  wagons,  or  to(ds  and  instruments  of  various  kinds.  It 
would  place  the  small  shopkeeper  on  a par  with  the  small  house- 
holder, who  now  has  an  exemption  of  a thousand  dollars.  Under 
the  present  requirements  of  law  a great  deal  of  time  and  a consider- 
able force  is  required  to  levy  these  small  assessments,  and  the  tax 
is  not  in  the  interest  of  economy,  as  its  assessment  and  collection 
require  an  expense  almost  ecjual  to  the  amount  of  the  tax. 

The  assessment  and  collection  of  personal  taxes  under  the  law  of 
1902  have  been  as  follows: 


Year. 

Ta.x  value 

Collected  dur- 
ing year. 

1903 

$503,533.06 
037,415.01 
000, 247. 20 
724,334.09 
805,  ()88.  00 
803, 882.  10 
919, 453. 28 
1,007,022.41 
1,089,540.  79 
1, 131,945.  ()3 
1,195,055.30 

$471,954.20 
030, 750.  02 
725, 698.  22 
090, 438.  26 
752, 492. 59 
821,933.04 
931, 100.  91 
1, 000, 005. 81 
1,058,790. 14 
1,098,505.88 
1,130,840.52 

1904 

1905 

1900 

1907. . 

1908.  ..  

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912.  

1913 

TAXES  ON  PUBLIC-UTILITY  CORPORATIONS. 

The  following  list  shows  the  amounts  of  both  personal  and  real 
estate  taxes  assessed  against  corporations  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  fiscal  year  191d.  The  amounts  total  about  10  ])er  cent  of  the 
District  revenues. 
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Personal. 

Real  estate. 

Total. 

St.ftam  railroads  and  slftfiping-aar  fiompanifis 

S4,270. 12 
199,533.44 
111,414.13 
67,472.89 
00, 614.20 
468.23 

$149,334.47 
29,829.34 
48,566.11 
16, 822. 19 
16, 795.02 
737.29 

$153,604.59 

229,362.78 

159,980.24 

84,295.08 

77,409.22 

1,205.52 

Street  railroads 

Gas  companies 

Potomac  Electric  Power  Co 

Telephone  companies 

Telegraph  companies 

Total 

705,857.43 

TRIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894,  provides  that  real 
property  shall  be  assessed  and  valued  in  the  year  1896  and  every  third 
year  thereafter.  The  work  of  the  assistant  assessors  on  the  triennial 
* assessment  for  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1914,  will  be  submitted  for 
review  on  January  5,  1914.  The  board  of  equalization  and  review 
will  hear  appeals  during  the  months  of  January,  February,  March, 
April,  and  May,  1914.  The  work  has  been  done  under  requirements 
of  law,  compelling  the  assessors  to  view  every  piece  or  parcel  of  prop- 
erty in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  it  has  been  found  during  this 
occasion,  as  heretofore,  that  it  is  impossible  to  cover  the  ground  within 
the  time  designated  and  give  a thorough  and  exhaustive  study  to 
every  piece  of  property.  The  board  will,  however,  be  able  to  equalize 
a great  many  cases,  as  it  has  done  in  the  past,  and  will  both  increase 
and  reduce  assessments  where  circumstances  seem  to  justify  such 
changes,  and  where  time  will  allow  a fair  examination.  In  other 
words,  the  board  is  compelled  to  strive  for  a fair  and  just  assessment 
with  a force  that  is  entirely  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  needs  of  a 
field  survey. 

ANNUAL  ASSESSMENTS. 

This  office  has  with  such  frequency  urged  the  need  of  a yearly 
assessment  that  it  hardly  seems  necessary  to  again  refer  to  the  mat- 
ter. When  property  values  double  in  three  years  in  certain  sections 
and  remain  stationary  in  others  the  need  of  an  annual  assessment  is 
apparent.  Even  with  an  annual  assessment  the  rate  of  levy  does  not 
always  keep  pace  with  the  increase  in  value,  since  changes  in  value 
are  taking  place  that  are  not  at  once  apparent,  but  the  inequality  can 
be  remedied  during  the  following  year,  instead  of  waiting  three  years, 
when  the  difference  becomes  still  greater. 

Again,  the  yearly  assessment  allows  no  confusion  as  to  the  period 
of  appeals,  as  the  time  is  fixed  during  certain  weeks  of  each  year. 
With  the  triennial  assessment  the  period  of  appeals  is  always  a source 
of  dissatisfaction  and  is  constantly  confused  with  the  time  of  appeal 
as  to  new  structures.  In  my  opinion,  the  need  of  an  annual  assess- 
ment grows  greater  each  year. 

FIELD  WORK. 

In  the  assessment  of  real  estate  the  assistant  assessors  not  only 
must  keep  themselves  acquainted  with  the  latest  sales,  but  must 
exercise  care  and  judgment  in  measuring  the  value  of  each  sale.  This 
can  only  be  done  by  a careful  comparison  of  the  sales  one  with 
another.  Property  may  be  sold  at  a bargain  or  at  an  excessive  price; 
or,  again,  the  consideration  named  may  be  in  a tracle  and  the  price 
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misleading.  To  view  ail  real-estate  parcels  triennially,  to  keep  in- 
formed in  accordance  with  the  above  idea,  and  in  addition  to  deter- 
mine the  worth  of  each  new  structure  annually,  is  beyond  the  pow- 
ers of  any  three  assistant  assessors.  The  requirements  of  personal 
view  should  be  repealed  and  an  adequate  field  force  should  be 
provided. 

The  need,  therefore,  is  not  for  more  assessors,  but  for  a field  force 
of  10  or  12  men  having  a fair  knowledge  of  District  values  and  com- 
petent to  act  as  aids  to  the  assistant  assessors  in  supplying  informa- 
tion. The  assessments  should  be,  then  as  now,  the  united  judgment 
of  an  entire  board;  and  if  this  board  could  have  the  cooperation  of 
12  field  men  and  could  sit  continuously  in  review,  there  is  every 
means  for  a fair  and  equitable  assessment. 

OFFICE  DATA. 

The  annual  assessment  of  real  estate  and  the  employment  of  a 
field  force  of  12  men  would  necessitate  many  changes  in  the  methods 
of  office  work.  Most  im|)ortant  of  all,  of  course,  would  be  full  data 
relating  to  sales,  rents,  and  condition  of  improvements.  The  true 
consideration  in  deeds  is  a matter  that  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  and  has  received  the  indorsement  of  the  former 
Board  of  Commissioners.  Methods  of  designating  lots  or  parcels  of 
land  should  be  made  complete  by  additional  maps.  These  could 
be  provided  by  adding  another  draftsman  to  the  office  force. 

TRANSFERS  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1913,  ))arcels  of  land  were  transferred  upon 
the  records  of  this  office  through  the  recording  of  8,716  deeds — 3,874 
in  the  city  and  4,842  in  the  county. 

CERTIFCATES  OF  TAXES. 

Durmg  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1913,  9,386  tax  certificates 
were  issued,  as  against  9,793  in  1912.  A fee  of  50  cents  was  collected 
for  each  certificate,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $4,693. 

In  addition  to  the  certificates  above  mentioned  for  which  a fee  is 
charged  there  have  been  during  the  past  fiscal  year  issued  by  this 
office  790  free  certificates,  accompanying  subdivisions,  condemna- 
tions of  land,  and  tax  deeds,  involving  the  same  care  in  their  ]irepara- 
tion  as  the  regular  certificates  of  taxes. 

WATER-MAIN  DIVISION. 

Duihig  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913,  assessment  for  water 
mains  were  levied  to  the  amount  of  $115,738.05.  During  the  same 
period  the  collection  amounted  to  $138,693.75  as  against  $122,458.81 
for  last  year.  About  2,550  notices  have  been  delivered. 

All  water  mains  laid  under  general  authority  vested  in  the  com- 
missioners are  assessed  under  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  April  22, 
1904.  This  act,  which  also  provides  for  the  laying  of  service  sewers, 
needs  amendment  in  accordance  with  recommendations  made  by 
the  commissioners  two  years  ago.  If  this  measure  becomes  a law 
it  will  ecjualize  the  assessments  where  a distinction  now  prevails 
between  unsubdivided  and  subdivided  property. 
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TAX  ARREARAGES  AND  SALES. 

Every  effort  is  made  by  the  office  to  notify  delinquent  property 
owners,  whenever  a tax  sale  is  impending,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
spared  the  cost,  and  the  mortification  as  well,  of  having  their  property 
advertised  and  sold  at  public  auction.  Several  months  before  the 
date  set  for  the  sale  the  delinquent  list  is  carefully  scanned  and  all 
owners  or  agents,  whose  addresses  can  be  obtained,  are  notified  that 
the  names  are  being  listed  preparatory  to  publication  and  sale,  thus 
giving  them  the  opportunity  to  avoid  the  annoyance  of  pubHcity  and 
sale  by  making  prompt  settlement  of  their  arrearages. 

Then  again,  when  property  has  been  sold  for  taxes,  and  the  period 
of  two  years  allowed  by  law  in  which  to  redeem  the  same  is  about  to 
expire,  notices  are  sent  to  all  interested  parties,  whose  addresses  can 
be  ascertained,  warning  them  of  the  date  upon  which  the  right  of 
redemption  will  expire,  and  deed  be  issued  to  the  purchaser  at  the 
tax  sale.  And  finally,  when  all  have  been  notified,  whose  addresses 
are  known,  the  names  of  those  whose  property  is  thus  in  danger,  but 
whose  addresses  can  not  be  obtained,  are  arranged  alphabetically  and 
published  in  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city. 

LICENSES. 

Receipts  from  all  licenses,  not  including  liquor  licenses,  amount  to 
$122,016.21  for  the  fiscal  year  1913. 

Gross  receipts  from  barroom  licenses  from  July  1,  1912,  to  June  30, 
1913,  amount  to  $409,231.50;  gross  receipts  from  wholesale  liquor 
licenses  from  July  1,  1912,  to  June  30,  1913,  amount  to  $37,449.80; 
total  receipts,  $446,681.30. 

ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 

During  August,  1913,  a committee  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the 
assessor,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  prepared  and  submitted  a state- 
ment of  the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (exclusive 
of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30,  1915.  The  estimate  is  as  follows: 


Realty  taxes $5,  400,  000 

Personal  taxes 1,  250,  000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 500 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 40,  000 

Fees: 

Sealer  of  weights- and  measures 3,  200 

Surveyor. 8,000 

Health  department  permits 200 

Fees: 

Dog  pound 500- 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters 3.  000 

Sewer  and  gas  permits 4,  000 

Water  permits 1,600 

Railing  permits 400 

Fees,  tax  certificates 2,  300 

Building  permits 13,  000 

Electrical  permits 2,700 

Police  court  fines 100,  000 

Juvenile  court  fines 1,  500 

Municipal  court  fees 19,000 

Liquor  licenses 450,  000 

Plumbers’  licenses - 24 
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Insurance  licenses $98,000 

Engineers’  licenses 100 

Dog  taxes 17,  500 

Miscellaneous  licenses 120,  000 

Market  rents 28,  000 

Hay  scales  and  fish  wharves,  rental 11,  200 

Rent  of  wharves,  street  termini  buildings 13,  000 

Advertising  taxes 2,  500 

Street  extensions,  assessments,  and  interest 50,  000 

Public  convenience  stations ],  400 

Public  crematorium,  fees 200 

Bathing  beach  receipts 300 

Sale  of  old  material 2,  000 

Municipal  lodging  house,  labor  of  inmates 200 

Tuition,  public  schools 7,  000 

Forfeiture  of  contractors’  deposits 200 

Miscellaneous  items 3,  000 

Surplus  fees,  recorder  of  deeds,  register  of  wills,  sale  of  old  material,  and 

products  by  District  institutions 6,  300 

Motor- vehicle  tags 7,  500 

Sale  of  old  houses 100 

Workhouse  sales 10,  000 

Motor- vehicle  operators 6,000 

Assessment  and  permit  work 100,  000 

Elevator  operators 250 

Board  and  maintenance  of  insane  patients 5,  000 

Horse-drawn  vehicle  tags 1,  000 

Railway  tax.  Highway  Bridge 6,  000 

Pipe  lines ^ 500 

Total 7,  797, 174 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and  dog 
taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds 110,  000 


Total  available 7,  687, 174 


SUMMARY. 


The  work  of  the  office  has  consisted  of  writing  some  30  tax  ledgers, 
both  real  and  personal,  the  rendition  of  current,  arrears,  and  special- 
assessment  bills,  reports  upon  subdivisions  and  tax  certificates,  the 
issuance  of  licenses,  official  action  upon  jackets  and  reports,  and  trans- 
fers covered  in  instruments  of  conveyance,  which  have  to  be  noted 
upon  the  card  records  as  well  as  the  ledgers. 

The  clerks  are  to  be  commended  for  their  faithful  and  efficient  work 
and  for  their  willing  response  to  extra  work  without  additional 
compensation. 

I have  included  in  the  appendix  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  1915,  a statement  of  general  licenses  issued  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1913,  certificates  for  miscellaneous  deposits,  and 
a list  of  license  rates  as  fixed  by  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columhia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


APPENDIX. 


Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  ojfice  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June 

30,  1915. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
ated, 1914. 

Estimated, 

1915. 

Wm.  P.  Richards 

$3, 500 
2,000 

$4,000 

2,000 

C.  M.  Davis 

Assistant  assessor 

J,  T.  Petty 

do 

2,000 

2,000 

W.  H.  Coombs 

Clerk 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

do 

1,600 

Richard  Hamilton 

Clerk,  arrears  division 

1,400 

1,400 

do 

1,400 

1,400 

M.  G.  Dent 

do 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

B.  K.  Winchell. 

do 

1,200 

S.  D.  Gage 

do 

1,200 

1,200 

H.  E.  Woodward 

do •. 

1,200 

1,200 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

G.  D.  Holmes 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

N.H.S  tell  wag 

do 

1,000 

M.  L.  Gibbs. r 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

A,  E.  Grant 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

A.  G.  Trow 

1,000 

900 

1,000 

900 

Clerk 

do 

900 

900 

Draftsman 

1,200 

900 

1,200 

W.  W.  Dent 

900 

A.  L.  Cheney 

1 200 

1,200 

W.  J.  Donovan 

1,200 

1,000 

1,200 

K.  W.  Humphries 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

1,000 

Wm.  Moteni 

Messenger 

600 

675 

C.  H.  Mackall 

do 

450 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 
1 , 500 

450 

Matthew  Trimble 

Assistant  assessor 

3,000 
3,000 
3, 000 
1,500 
600 

Samuel  T.  Kalbfus 

do 

Alexander  McKenzie. . . 

do 

A.  F,  Entwistle 

Clerk  to  board  of  assistant  assessors 

F.  A.  Griffin 

Messenger  and  driver  for  board  of  assistant  assessors. . . 
Clerk 

600 

Augustus  Willi ge 

• 720 

720 

Alfred  J.  Moss 

do 

720 

720 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

500 

500 

John  T.  Bardroff 

Record  clerk 

1,500 

1,500 
2 100 

Record  clerk  2 

Clerk  3 

1,000 

600 

Messenger  3 

Clerk  3 

1,000 

Total 

47,  790 

53,265 

EXCISE  BOARD. 

R.  Williams 

Chief  clerk 

2,000 

C.  S.  Cotton 

Clerk 

1,200 

D.  W.  Fleming 

do 

1,000 

W.  J.  North 

Messenger 

600 

Total 

4,800 

PERSONAL  TAX  BOARD. 

E.  M.  Talcott 

Assistant  assessor  of  personal  taxes 

1 ■■  ■ 

3,000 

3,000 

1,800 

3,000 

3,000 

1,800 

B.  F.  Adams 

do 

F.  A.  Gunther 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

D.  H.  Edwards 

Clerk 

1,400 

1,000 

1,400 

1,000 

K.  C.  Berry 

Assistant  clerk 

A.  Bradshaw 

Inspector 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

2,000 

F.  M.  Langston 

do 

E.  B.  Fletcher 

do 

Extra  clerk  hire 

Total 

15, 800 

15,800 

1 This  messenger  has  become  valuable  because  of  his  long  connection  with  the  office  and  ability  to  act 
partly  as  a clerk.  It  is  believed  this  small  increase  is  more  than  deserved. 

2 One  additional  record  clerk,  intended  as  aid  to  the  board  of  assistant  assessors,  is  requested,  at  $2,100 
per  armum.  I believe  that  much  aid  and  necessary  help  would  be  given  to  the  board  if  this  office  had  a 
better  and  complete  system  for  listing  the  prices  of  the  most  recent  sales  or  transfers  of  real  estate.  The 
best  results  would  be  obtained  by  employing  two  parties  who  are  conversant  with  real  estate  conditions 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  whose  duty  would  be  to  obtain  in  a confidential  maimer  prices  of  sales  of 
realty,  and  who  would  keep  strictly  up  to  date  a card  index,  showing  such  prices  and  containing  the  num- 
bers of  the  square  and  lot  and  house.  During  the  last  few  years  some  effort  has  been  made  toward  insti- 
tuting such  a system,  but  most  of  the  valuations  shown  on  these  cards  have  been  from  sales  in  judicial 
proceedings  and  from  such  prices  as  could  be  obtained  from  various  deeds. 

3 These  two  clerks  to  be  transferred  from  work  formerly  done  in  the  office  of  the  excise  board. 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June 

30,  Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
ated, 1914. 

Estimated, 

1915. 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT 
OFFICE. 

J.  W.  Daniel 

Special  assessment  clerk 

$2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

900 

$2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

1,500 

E.  W.  Bishopp 

Clerk 

D.  M.  Cridler 

do 

W.  H.  De  Shields  1 

do 

H.  W.  Hamilton  i 

do 

1,500 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

900 

L.  Addison 

do 

Robt.  J.  Jones 

do 

E.  E.  Fisher 

do 

P.  S.  Bulla 

do 

L.  T.  Sturgis 

do 

900 

900 

Grace  L.  Schooler 

do 

750 

750 

Total 

12,950 

13,550 

Grand  total 

81,340 

82,615 

1 These  two  clerks  h^ve  been  engaged  for  many  years  on  work  in  the  special  assessment  office  requiring 
very  careful  attention  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  a technical  nature  and  have  never  had  an  increase  in 
salary.  The  small  increases  proposed  are  considered  a recognition  of  their  ability  and  devotion. 

Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1913. 


Business. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Number. 

1.  Apothecaries  

$1,467.50 

1,666.69 

1 $13.50 

253 

2 Auctioneers  

! 91.68 

20 

3.  Automobile  storage 

1,516.44 

64.00 

38 

4.  Banks  and  bankers  

2,500.00 

96.67 

5 

5.  Billposters  

$61.66 

5 

6.  Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables,  bowling  alleys 

8,280.00 

2,312.50 

115.00 

436.00 

220 

7 Brewers  and  brewers’  agents  . 

166.67 

10 

8.  Boarding  houses  . 

16.00 

5 

9.  Baths,  mediums,  clairvoyants,  palmists 

1,210.44 

256. 28 

57 

10  Cattle  dealers  

341.25 

16.25 

24 

11  Commission  merchants  

1,383.34 

83.34 

37 

12.  Cigar  dealers  

19, 656.00 
1,483.35 

259. 00 

1,776 

13.  Contractors,  building 

62 

14  Carriage  and  wagon  builders 

25. 00 

1 

15  Confectioners  

793.00 

79.00 

68 

16.  Dealers  m second-hand  personal  property 

8,883.54 

2,256.70 

3,421.23 



60.01 

253 

17.  Dealers  in  markets 

156.65 

458 

18.  Dealers  in  oils,  gasolme 

65.23 

1,759 

19  Drivers  of  public  vehicles  

134.00 

134.00 

134 

20  Employment  agencies  .... 

600.03 

.56.27 

28 

21.  Entertainments  (all  kinds) 

3,360.00 

147.94 

249.00 

820 

22  Fuel  hucksters  

81.66 

33 

23  Florists  

685.00 

8.75 

48 

24.  Hotels  

5, 250.85 
50.00 

123.27 

89 

25.  Land  and  improvement  companies 

1 

26  Laundries  

2,098.34 

2,962.60 

14.15 

194 

27  Livery  stables  

216.57 

52 

28  Jjoan  brokers  

333.34 

333.34 

1 

29  Note  brokers  

3,358.34 

400.00 

533.33 

34 

30.  Pawnbrokers 

500.00 

4 

31.  Peddlers  

618.85 

147.97 

70 

32  Produce  dealers  

7, 255. 00 
6,883.36 

203.25 

670 

33  Public  halls  

..1 

73 

34  Public  parks  

975. 02 

275.02 

19 

35.  Public  passenger  vehicles 

2, 376., 50 
75.00 

522. 50 

421 

36  Railroad-ticket  brokers 

3 

37  Restaurants  and  eating  houses 

10, 945.  .50 
12, 837.64 
151.83 

508. 50 

672 

38  Real  estate  agents  . . 

29.12 

281 

39.  Slot  machines  

21.83 

6 

40.  Theaters  

1,125.00 

25.00 

12 

41.  Transfer  fees  

85. 50 

25.50 

171 

42.  Undertakers  

1,397.92 

22.92 

58 

43  Washington  Stock  Exchange 

.500.00 

1 

Total  

122,016.21 

2.993.87 

2,863.36 

8,946 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1912-13 $122,016.21 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1911-12 121, 885. 70 


Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1912-13 $122,016.21 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1911-12 121, 885. 70 


Total  increase. 


130. 51 
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During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913,  this  office  issued  24  engineer  licenses, 
amounting  to  $72,  and  during  the  same  period  10  wheel-tax  bills  were  paid,  amount- 
ing to  $40. 

License  rates. 


Business. 


When 

due. 


Rate. 


Remarks. 


Agricultural  exhibits. 


Amusements  not  otherwise  provided  for, 

Apothecaries 

Art  exhibits 


Athletic  grounds 

Auctioneers 

Automatic  machines.  {See  Slot  machines.) 

Automobiles,  autovehicles,  etc 

Automobile  establishments 

Balls. 


Bankers,  private  (not  incorporated). 

Barrooms 

Baseball  grounds 

Baths 


Billposters 

Billiard  rooms. 


Nov.  1 


..do. 
..do. 
. .do. 


Nov.  1 

July  1 
Nov.  1 


July  1 
Nov.  1 


Nov.  1 


$100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 

100 

10 

5 

3 

20 

5 

100 

9 

25 

2 

3 

500 

1,000 

20 

5 

25 

20 

12 


Boarding  houses,  public 

Bowling  alleys 

Boxing  schools 

Brokers: 

Real  estate 

Railroad-ticket 

Note 

Loan 

Building  contractors — 


. .do. 
..do. 
. .do. 

..do. 
, . .do. 
July 
Nov. 
...do. 


1 

1 


Carnivals. 


do. 


Carriages  for  hire 


July  1 


Carriage  and  wagon  establishments 
Cattle  dealers 


Nov. 

..do. 


1 


Cattle  exhibits. 


do. 


Cigar  dealers 

Circuses 

Clairvoyants 

Commission  merchants 

Concerts 

Confectionery  establishments. 

Contractors,  building 

Cook  shops 

Dairy  lunches 

Dealers  in  markets 

Distillers  or  rectifiers 

Drivers  of  public  vehicles 

Druggists 

Eating  houses 

Electro  mobiles 

Employment  agencies 

Entertainments 


do. 


Nov.  1 

...do.... 


Nov.  1 

..do 

..do.... 

...do.... 

...do 

...do 


Nov.  1 

...do 

July  1 
Nov.  1 


Entertainment  halls, 


Nov.  1 


•do 


1 

12 

12 

50 

25 

100 

500 

25 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 
9 

9 
25 
15 

100 

10 

5 

3 

12 

200 

25 

40 

3 

12 

25 

18 

18 

5 
250 

1 

6 
18 

9 
25 

3 

100 

10 
5 
3 

100 

10 
5 
3 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 


Do. 

License  for  10  vehicles  per  annum. 
Each  additional  vehicle. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Turkish,  Russian,  or  medicated,  per  an- 
num. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  for  each  billiard,  bagatelle, 
jeimy  lind,  or  pool  table,  shuffle- 
board,  or  other  legitimate  game  table. 
I’er  annum  for  each  room. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Drawn  by  1 animal,  per  annum. 
More  than  1 animal,  per  annum. 

By  other  motive  power,  per  annum. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  additional  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  aimum  (act  June  19, 1906). 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 


Exhibition  halls, 
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License  rates — Continued. 


Business. 


When 

due. 


Exhibits;  Agricultural,  art,  cattle,  floral, 
food,  freaks,  industrial,  museums,  poultry, 
side  shows,  mechanical,  etc 

Explosives 

Fairs 


Nov.  1 


Fencing  schools 

Florists 

Flying  horses  . {See  Merry-go-rounds.) 

Football  grounds 

Fortime  tellers 

Fuel  hucksters 


Nov. 

..do. 


Golf  grounds 

Gasoline 

Gymnasiums 

Hacks.  {See  Carriage.) 

Hand  laundries 

Hotels 


Nov. 

..do. 


Hucksters 

Ice-cream  parlors 

Improvement  and  land  companies.  {See 
Land  and  improvement  companies.) 

Inflammable  oils,  kerosene 

Investment  associations 

Land  and  improvement  companies 

Laundries 


Apr. 

Nov. 


Lawn  fetes.  {See  Picnics.) 


Lecture  halls . 


Livery  stables 

Liquor  dealers; 

Retail 

Wholesale 

Market  dealers  of  all  kinds 

Massage  establishments 

Maturity  associations 

Medicated  baths.  {See  Baths.) 
Mediums 


M err  y-go-rounds . 

Note  brokers 

Omnibuses 

Oyster  houses. . . 
Palmists 


Passenger  transportation  lines. 
Peddlers 


Nov.  1 
July  1 
Apr.  1 


Picnic  grounds Nov.  1 


Polo  grounds 

Pool  rooms 

Private  banks  or  bankers  (not  incorporated) . . 
Produce  dealers 

Race  tracks 

Real  estate  brokers.  {Sec  Brokers,  real  estate) 
Rectifiers.  (Srr  Distillers.) 

Restaurants 

Russian  baths.  {See  Baths.) 

Second-hand  dealers  of  all  kinds 

“Seeing- Washington”  cars.  {See  Passenger 
transportation  lines.) 

Shooting  galleries 


Skating  rinks. 


.do. 


.do. 


Nov.  1 


.do. 


July  1 
..do 


Nov.  1 
. ..do 


..do.... 

Apr.  1 


Nov.  1 
, ..do 


Rate. 


Remarks. 


$100 

10 

5 

3 

1 

100 

10 

5 

3 

12 

15 


Per  aimum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum  (act  Feb.  9,  1906). 
Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


20 

5 

25 

5 

20 

5 

5 

12 


Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  w'eek. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum  (act  Feb.  9,  1906). 
Per  annum. 


10 

1 

12 

18 


Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  room  for  accommo- 
dation of  guests. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  annum. 


1 

100 

50 

20 

10 


Per  annum  for  storing  (act  Feb.  9, 1906) . 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Steam  or  other  power  per  annum. 

Per  annum,  operated  by  hand. 


100 

10 

5 

3 

25 

2 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

P^ach  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum  for  10  stalls. 
PPach  additional  stall. 


1,000 

500 

5 

25 

100 


Per  annum. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


25 

12 

10 

3 

100 

6 

9 

18 

25 

6 

12 

25 

100 

10 

5 

3 

20 

5 

12 

500 

12 

20 

5 


Do. 

Per  week. 

p]ach  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

Per  aimum,  more  than  1 animal. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle  not  exceed- 
ing 10  passengers. 

Per  annum,  exceeding  10  passengers. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

F'iach  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 


18  Per  annum. 
40  Do. 


12 

100 

10 

5 

3 


Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  ASSESSOK, 


15 


License  rates — Continued. 


Business. 


Slot  machines 

Soothsayers 

Stock  exchanges,  Washington 

Theaters • 

Ticket  brokers,  railroad.  (See  Brokers, 
ticket.) 

Tournaments.  (See  Race  tracks.) 

Turkish  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Undertakers 

Vehicles  for  hire 

Victualers 

Wagon-making  establishments.  (See  Car- 
riag^making  establishments.) 

Washington  Stock  Exchange 


^V'hen 

due. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Nov.  1 

/ $2 

Per  annum,  each  machine. 

\ 50 

i Per  annum,  imlimited  number. 

. . .do 

25 

Per  annum. 

July  1 

500 

1 Do. 

f 100 

Do. 

Nov.  1 

\ 20  i 

Per  week. 

1 10  1 

Less  than  1 week. 

.. .do. . . . 

25  ' 

Per  annum. 

f 0 i 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

July  1 

1 0 

Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 

1 9 

Per  annum,  horseless  or  motor  vehicle 

Nov.  1 

18  1 

Per  annum. 

July  1 

500  1 

Do. 

Steam  engineer’s  licenses  are  of  three  grades — first,  second,  and  third — the  fee  for 
each  being  .$3.  Examination  before  board  of  engineers  is  required.  Licenses  are  good 
until  revoked  or  changed  to  higher  grades.  (Act  of  Feb.  28,  1887.) 

Dealers  in  deadly  and  dangerous  weapons  are  required  to  file  bonds  of  $1,000  each, 
but  no  fee  is  charged.  (27  Stat.  L.,  117.) 

The  fee  for  transferring  a license  is  50  cents.  (.\ct  of  July  1,  1902.) 

Wm.  P.  PvIchards. 

Assessor,  District  of  Colvwhiu. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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